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The  Oatlis  that  Bind  Them. 

During  the  progress  of  the  trial  of  Northern 
traitors  in  Ohio,  recently  arrested,  among  the 
revelations  as  to  the  character  of  the  infamous 
order  of  the  knighta  of  the  Golden  Circle,  was 
the  discovery  of  the  following  oaths  which  mem- 
bers of  that  order  are  required  to  take  when  ini- 
tiated  -■ 

FIBST  OATH. 

"  ITdo.f,rU3t   and  solomnly  premise  and  swear 
that  I  will  not  reveal  any  word,  either  directly 
or  indirectly  of  what  I  am  about  to  receive,  ex- 
cept it  be  to  some  true   and  faithful    brother  of 
this  order,  and  not  unto  him  or  them  until  after 
strict  examination,  I  shall  have  found   him  or 
them,  as   justly  entitled  to  the  same,  as  I  myself 
am  about  to  be   under   the  no   less   penalty  of 
having  my  body   severed  into   four  paxts  ;  the 
first  part  cast  out  at  the  north  gate,  the  second 
part  ut  the  south,  the  third  part  at  the  east.and 
the  fourth  part  at  the  west  gate.  I  furthermore 
promise  that  I  will  always  hail   and   answer  all 
signs  and  signals  that  are   given   tome    by  a 
brother  of  this  order,  if  in  my   power  to  do  so  • 
and  1  furthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I  will 
i  protect  and  defend  all  Constitutional  Democrats 
i  their  lives,  property,  and  personal   liberty  from 
I  mob   violence,  during   this   Southern  insurrec- 
i  tion,  so  long  as   they  obey  the  laws  of  the  C.  S. 
A.,  let  it  come  from  whatever  source   it  ma\  • 
|  this  obligation  to  bo  binding  on  me   as  lone  as 
I  the  war  shall  last."  5 

In  whom  do  you  put  your  trust  ? 
In  God. 

Your  trust  being  in  God,  I  will  give  you  the 
seal  that  will  relieve  you  out  of  the  camp  of 
your  e-iemy.  r 

SECOND  OATH. 

"And  I  further  promise  and  swear,  in  the 
presence  of  Almighty  God  and  the  members  of 
the  Golden  Circle,  that  I  will  not  rest  or  sleep 
until  Abraham  Lincoln,  now  President,  shall  be 
removed  out  of  the  Presidential  chair,  and  I  will 
wude  in  blood  up  to  my  knees,  as  soon  as  Jef- 
ferson Davis  sees  proper  to  march  with  his  army 
to  take  the  city  of  Washington  and  the  White 
llouse,  to  do  the  same.  So  help  me  God.  and 
keep  me  steadfast  to  do  the  same." 

These  "circles"  are  said  to  '  be  scattered 
throughout  various  parts  of  the  loyal  States.— 
Federal  officers  cannot  be  too  vigilant  in  dis- 
covering, or  too  prompt  in  suppressing  them. 


THE  SONS  OF  LIBERTY. 


Further     Developments— Confessions 
of  Leaders. 


THE  OATHS  ABOVE  ALL  QIVIL  OATHS. 
They  Supply  Rebels   with  Arms. 


Proposed  Assassination   of    State 
and  Federal  Officers. 


•-»♦*-< 


3D^\.3ST.      VOOBHEES. 


The  Qraud  Commander,  Deputy  Grand  Com- 
mander and  Grand  Secretary  for  Missouri  were 
examined  under  oath  when  arrested.  They 
hav;  Veen  re-examined  at  their  own  request 
and  make  most  startling  disclosures.  We  give 
extracts : 
sworn;  statement  of  the  cikand  secretary. 

Greene  B.  Smith,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says: 

That  ho  was  bora  and  raised  in  St.  Louis 
county,  State  of  Missouri,  and  is  by  occupation 
a  clerk  ;  has  been  clerking  for  Messrs.  Grimsley 
and  Company  since  1850. 

Q.    When  were  you  arrested  ? 

A<    The  28th  day  of  May,  18S4,-  ] 
acknowledges  his  answers  under  a  previous 

examination  webb;'  npt  cobreotf  and'  (jives 

THE  BEASONSv"  "., ' 

Q.  Have  you  been  examined  under  <^jj| 
since  your  arrest  and  incarceration.  ~         •  "" 

A.    I  have. 

Q.  Were  the  answers  by  you  given  under 
that  examination,  in  reference  to  a  secret  po- 
litical organization,  correct  ? 

A.    No,  sir,  they  were  not. , 

Q.  What  induced  you  to  withhold  the  facts 
under  that  examination  t  tJ-yggr*-"  ••;  V^SsajfiHI 

A.  A  solemn  oath  and  thointluence  pFoti~~~ 
parties  implicated  witli  me.\-*-~.'">    ''."■    •  >  .  , 

Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  oath ,  and  what 
the  influence  of  other  parties/?  '■-■■ 

A.  I  took  an  oath  not  to  reveal  facta  con- 
nected with  a  certain  secret  organization^  under 
penalty  of  death,  and  the  influence  of  members 
of  said  organization  has  thus  far  prevented  me 
from  revealing  the  truth.  * 

Q.  State  in  what  manner  that  influence  has 
been  exercised  ? 

A.  Religiously  and  morally.  I  have  been 
instructed  to  believe  that  the  oath  spoken  of 
was  binding,  and  paramount  to  any  other  con- 
sideration. 

Q.    Who  has  lead  you  to  that  belief? 

A.  My  superior  officers  in  the  organization 
of  which  I  am  about  to  speak. 

OATH  OF  THE  OBDEB  BEOARDljUjAS  PARAMOUNT  TO 
ITS  OBLIGATION  TO  THAT  TAKTiN  IN  A  COURT.    ] 

Q.    What  is  the  general  view  entertained  by  j 
members  as  to  the  extent  of  the  binding  obh-  [ 
gat  ion  of  the  oaths  they  take  as  members?    Are  j 
such  oaths  regarded  as  paramount  in  their  ob- 
ligations  upon  them  to  those  taken  upon  the 
witness  stand  before  a  civil  or  military  tri- 
bunal? 

A.  The  general  view  among  them  is  that | 
the  oaths  they  take  as  members  are  paramount 
in  their  obligation  to  any  which  they  may  be 
called  upon  to  take,  whether  it  be  in  courts  of 
justice,  before  military  tribunals,  or  in  any 
other  proceedings.  —  ~' 

Q.  With  the  knowledge  you  have,  then,  of 
the  character  of  the  order,  how  would  you  re- 
gard, if  placed  as  a  juror  in  the  jury  box  on  a 
trial  for  murder,  the  testimony  of  a  witness 
who  was  a  member  of  the  drder,  if  the  prisoner 
arraigned  was  also  known-by  you  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  it? 

A.    It  would  have  no  intluouce  at  all. 

THE  MAIN  CBEEU  OK  THE  ORDER  IS  IN   SUBSTANCE, 

THAT  LINCOLN    HAS  USURPED   AUTHORITY,  AND 

I       THAT  THERE  EXISTS  NOT    ONLY   A    BIGHT  BUT  IT 

IS  A  DUTY  TO  .RESIST  AND  EXPEL    II1M  BY  FORCE 

FBOM  l'OWEB,  IF  NECESSARY. 


Q  Is  or  is  not  the  uuiversally  auoepted 
theory  of  the  membe*^/)t  the  order  in  substance 
this-  that  the  cho/dn  officers  of  the  Federal 
Government  have  usurped  authority,  and  that 
it  is  not  only  an  inherent  right,  but  an  Impera- 
tive duty  for  all  who,  think  as  the  members  do, 
to  resist  those  Federal  functionaries,  and  if  need 
be  expel  them  fromj*wer  by  fovco? 

A     That  is  myuaderstanding. 

Q.  Is  it  not  distinctly  claimed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  this  order  t&d  bo  announced  in  the 
ritual,  that  such  re/ml&nce  is  not  revolution,  but 
solely  the  assertion  c^f  rights? 

A.     Yes,  sir,  I  believe  it  is.'  • 

Q.  I  then  undersold  tiia.t  fcttf  principles  of 
this  order,  as  held  by  BR  members  thereot,  are 
such  that  if  one  of  its  members  should  assassin- 
'<  ate  Mr.  Lincoln,  because  of  his  alleged  usur- 
pation of  power,  such  member's  conduct  would 
be  justified  by  the  entire  order,  and  that  it 
would  be  the  sworn  duty  of  all  to  keep  secret 
the  act  and  save  him  from  beiDg  brought  to 
trial  and  punishment  for  treason. 

A.    Yes  sir. 

THIS  BEBELLIOUS  PRINCIPLE  HELD   APPLICABLE  TO 
ALL  OTHER  ACTIONS  OF  MU.  LINCOLN. 

Q.  Is  the  same  principle  recognized  by  them 
as  applieable  to  officers  acting  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  President  and  obeying  his  or- 
ders—such as  commanders  of  departments, 
army,  &c? 

A.  'I  think  it  is.  It  includes  all  military 
officers  of' the  General  Government. 

SECRET  POLICE  PROPOSED    BY    THE    OBDER  TO   AS- 
SASSIN ATE  GOVERNMENT  OFFICERS  A  ND  SOLDIERS. 

Q.  Was  there  a  secret  police  made  up  of 
members  of  said  order,  whose  duty  it  was  to  as- 
certain the  names  of  United  States  detectives, 
and  if  possible  to  baffle  their  efforts  in  appre- 
hending rebels  and  members  of  said  order? 

A.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I  can't  say;  but  1 
heard  '  through  members  that  there  was  such 
police  to  be  organized,  but  to  be  known  only  to 
the  officers  of  said  order.  That  would  properly 
be  the  business  of  the  commander. 

Q.  Was  the  secret  assassination  of  any 
United  States  officers,  soldiers  or  Government 
employees  proposed  by  any  member  or  mem- 
bers of  said  order? 

A.  I  have  heard  it  discussed  in  council  and 
recommended. 

THE   ORDER  INTENDED  TO  UNITE  WITH  PKICE'S  IN- 
VADING ARMY   THIS  SUMMER. 

Q.  State  what  this  order  contemplatyd  in 
the  event  of  Price's  invading  Missouri  this 
summer? 

A.  They,  or  rtUher  it,  intended  to  unite 
with  Price,  drive  out  U.  S.  forces  and  Union 
citizens,  and  appropriate  everything  belonging 
to  the  United  States  Government. 

Q.  Has  this  order  been  arming  and  making 
preparations  for  that  purpose? 

A.    Yes,  sirl 

Q,  Under  whose  immediate  direction  has 
this  been  done? 

A.  The  Grand  Commander  ot  the  Stale  of 
Missouri. 

Q.  Was  this  order  to  co-operate  with  that  of 
other  States  in  the  event  of  an  invasion  by 
Price? 

A.  Until  recently,  yes,  but  latterly,  inde- 
pendent and  distinct  of  other  States. 

Q.  What  was  the  intention  of  this  order  id 
reference  to  the  ferries  here  on  the  river? 

A.  To  initiate  captains,  pilots  and  engineers, 
and  in  the  event  of  a  movement,  to  take  pos- 
session of  them,  and  cross  members  of  the  order 
from  Illinois  and  other  States  into  Missouri. 

WITNESS  PROPOSED  AFTEB  HIS  ARREST  TO  MAKE  A 
CLEAN    BBBAST    OF    IT,     BUT    HUNT  WOULD   NOT 


Q.    Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with 
Chas.  Dunn  or  Chas.  L.    Hunt,   in   reference  to 
making  public,  under  oath,   your  connection 
with  the  order  of  American  Knights? 
^   A.     Yes,  sir.     With  both  of  them. 

Q.  State  when,  where  and  what  that  con- 
versation was. 

A.  In  June  hist,  at  Gratiot  Military  Prison. 
I  remarked  to  Mr.  Hunt  that  I  had  concluded 
to  acknowledge  my  complicity  in  this  matter, 
and  was  willing  to  be  tried  upon  the  merits  of 
the  cose.  Mr.  Hunt  said  that  would  not  do;  I 
asked  him  why;  he  said,  "you  have  taken  a 
solemn  oath  never  to  reveal  these  matters;  bo- 
sides,  there  is,"  said  he,  "no  necessity  for  such 
a  step:  there  are  no  specific  charged  against 
you,  out  merely  suspicion."  I  informed  Mr. 
Hunt  that  I  should  take  care  of  myself— that 
the  order  had  failed  to  protect  me,  and  1  had 


no  one   but  myself  to  rely  upon.     Mr.   Dunn 
agreed  with  me  in  adopting  this  plan. 

Q.     Have  you  withdrawn  from  said  order? 

A.    I  have  not. 

THE    ORDER    UELPB    BEUEL    SPIES  AND    MAIL   CAH- 
B1EBS. 

Q.  Did  you,  while  a  member  of  said  order, 
give  aid  and  assistance  to  rebel  spies,  mail  car- 
riers and  emissaries  from  the  rebel  States? 

A.  la  only  one  instance.  I  gave  New- 
comer, alios  Thompson,  a  small  sum  of  money, 
knowing  him  to  be  a  rebel  mail  carrier.  Rebel 
spies,  mail  carriers  and  emissaries  have  been 
carefully  protected  by  this  order  ever  since  I 
have  been  a  member.  Previous  to  my  arre6t  I 
heard  by  and  through  this  order  that  the  mail 
to  and  from  the  rebel  army  was  very  regular, 
with  semi-monthly  dispatches  to  the  Grand 
Commander.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Dorris, 
formerly  of  Jefferson  City — a  sou  of  the  Doctor 
— is  used  by  this  order  in  carrying  mails.  -He 
was  here  when  I  was  arrested,  the  twentieth 
day  of  May  last.  One  of  the  especial  objects  of 
this  ordtr  was  to  place  members  on  steamboats, 
ferryboats,  telegraph  offices,  department  head- 
quarters; provost  marshal  offices,  aud  in  fact  iu 
every  position  where  they  could  render  valu- 
able service.  v 

Q.  Is  thero  any  member  in  any  or  either  of 
the  positions  above  enumerated? 

A.  In  the  express  offices  and  oae  in  the  tele- 
graph offices,  over  the  American  Express  office. 
There  are  plenty  of  them  on  the  river. 

MEMBEBS  THREATENING   TO  KILL    ANY  INFORMER. 

Q.    Have  you  ever  heard  asglh^§*ts  made  by 

members  of  said  order  against  any  member 
who  should  divulge  the  secrets  of  said  Order? 

A.    Yes  sir. 

Q.     What  were  those  threats? 

A.  That  they  would,  upon  proof  of  the  fact, 
kill  the  man. 

Q.  What  are  the  duties  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mander? 

A.  Presiding  officer  over  the  lower  degrees, 
and  the  ranking  officer  of  the  State. 

AMERICAN  KNIGHTS  HOSTILE  IN  EVERY  RESPECT  TO 
THE  GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  AND  FRIENDLY  TO 
THE  CONFEDERATE. 

•    Q.    Is  not  the  order  of   American  Knights 
hostile  in  every  respect  to  the  Government,  and 
friendly  to  the  so-called  Confederate  Govern- 
ment? 
A.    Yes,  sir. 

CONTBIBUTIONS    RAISED   TO    ASSIST    THE    REBEL 
ABMY. 

Q.  Have  any  contributions  been  made  or 
proposed  by  this  order  with  the  design  of  assist- 
ing the  Confederate  army  in  any  way? 

A.  Yes;  sir,  just  before  my  arrest  a  proposi- 
tion to  raise  money  to  purchase  gun-caps  for 
the  Confederate  army  was  made  and  talked  of 
among  the  members,  but  whether  carried  out  or 
not,  1  am  not  advised. 

THE  KILLING  OF  A  MEMBhfl  WHO  DISCLOSES  ANY 
SECRETS  OF  THE  OBDER  HELD  TO  BE  THE  DUTY 
OF  EACH  MEMBER. 

Q.  Is  it  the  general  conviction  and  belief  of 
the  members  of  the  order  that  the  penalty  an- 
nounced in  the  oaths  which  they  take  will  be 
certainly  executed  on  any  member  violating  it? 

A.    That  is  the  general  belief. 

Q.  Is  it  considered  to  be  the  duty  of  each 
member  to  execute  this  penalty  upon  the  vio- 
late! of  the  oath;  or  is  there  some  particular 
person  of  said  order,  or  officer,  whose  duty  it 
jg""to  entqree  the  penalty  in  such  case? 
•  A.  It  Is  considered  the  duty  of  each  mem- 
b"er.  jy' 

The  oath  announces  a  shameful  death;  is 
re  ty  that  meant  any  particular   form   ot 

eath  ?     * 

A.    None  that  1  ever  heard  of. 

Q.  It  being  the  general  understanding  of 
each  member  of  the  order,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
each  member  thereof  to  enforce  the  penalty, 
whati3  the  understanding  as  to  the  mode  of  do- 
ing it?  is  it  to  be  done  boldly  and  publicly  and 
by  force,  or  secretly  and  by  stealth?       j^^^" 

A.  There  was  no  particular  mode  or  manner 
understood  by  the  meraiiers;  It  was  to  be  done 
at  any  time  and  all  hazards. 

GENEBAL  UNDERSTANDING  OF  THE  MEMBEBS  ABOUT 
VALLANDIGHAM'S  Ari'EABANCE  AT  CHICAGO  TO 
BE  MADE  THE  OCCASION  TO  RESIST  THE  ACTION 
OF  THE  GOVEBNMENT. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  there  was  a  general 
expectation  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to 


arrest  Vallandighani  on  his  reaching  Chicago 
on  the  4th  of  July,  and  to  prevent  him  from 
making  a  speech  thero.  Was  the  Government 
to  be  resisted  in  the  effort  by  the  members  of 
the  order  there  assembled? 

A.  There  was  a  general  understanding 
/Among  the  members  ot  the  order  that,  in  case 
Vallandigham  should  return  withing  the  Fede- 
ral lines,  and  au  effort  was  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  seize  or  arrest  him,  such  effort  was  to 
be  i  existed  by  (be  united  Kction  of  the  order. 

PROMINENT  POLITICAL  MEN  GENERALLY  ADMITTED 
PRIVATELY  AND  NOW  KNOWN  TO  BUT  FEW  OFI 
THE  OHDEU  ITSELF. 

Q.  What  other  prominent  political  men  be- 
long to  said  order,  whose  names  have  not  been 
given? 

A.  1  know  of  none.  That  class  of  men  have 
been  admitted  privately,  and  there  are  but  one' 
or  two  members  of  said  order  who  do  know 
them. 

i.K  ERAL  IDEA  AMONG  MEMBERS,  THE  OBJECT 
OK  THE  ORl'ER  WAS  TO  UNITE  WITH  TUB  DEM- 
OCRATIC  PARTY  TO  HELP  THE   REBELLION. 

Q.  State  what  the  prominent  members  of 
tho  Urder  of  American  Knights  have  universal- 
ly said  in  reference  to  the  objects  and  purposea 
of  said  Order,  in  your  presence? 

A.  When  I  first  joined  in  the  spring  of  1863, 
S.  L.  Moses,  then  instructor  of  the  Order,  in- 
formed me  that  it  was  a  Democratic  organiza- 
tion gotten  up  for  the  benefit  of  those  engaged 
in  rebellion,  and  to  unite  with  the  Democratic 
party  proper,  with  the  view  of  co-operation  with 
the  rebel  army. 

Q.  When  aud  where  was  said  organization 
expected  toco-operate  with  theso-called  Confed- 
erate army?  i 

A.  In  the  event  of  an  invasion  by  the  rebel 
army  into  Missouri.  i 

Q.  Were  not  you  led  tor  believe,  after  joining 
said  Older,  by  conversation  with  members 
thereof,  that  its  objects  and  purposes  were  di- 
rectly opposite  of  those  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  in  direct  hostility  to  said  Govern- 
ment?. 

A.  :  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  not  the  members  of  this  Order  se- 
cretly plotting  and  conniving  at  the  destruction 
of  the  General  Government,  and  assisting 
through  the  agents  of  said  Order,  with  tho  view 
of  establishing  the  independence  of  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States? 

A-     Yes,  sir. 

THE   ORDER   THOROUGHLY    DISLOYAL. 

y.  From  the  knowledge  you  have  of  said 
organization,  do  you  not  believe  it  to  be  tho- 
roughly disloyal,  and  inaugurated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defeating  the  objects  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration in  suppressing  the  present  rebel- 
lion? 

A.     Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  not  generally  understood  by  mem- 
bers of  said  Order,  that  steps  had  been  taken  to 
inform  the  Confederate  authorities  that  this 
Order  was  friendly  to  the  interests  and  policy 
of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and  ready 
and  willing  at  any  time  to  render  any  and  all 
assistance  in  its  power  in  the  overthrow  of  the 
General  Government? 

A.  That  was  believed  to  be  the  object  of 
those  who  gave  direction  to  said  Order. 

MEMBERS  OF    THE    0RDEE    EXULTING    OVER    REBEL 
VICTORIES. 

Q.  Did  not  the  members  of  this  order  secret- 
ly exult  over  the  reverses  of  the  Federal  army, 
and  at  the  successes  of  the  so  called  Confed- 
erates? 

A.     Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  present  at  any  Temple  or 
Council  ,in  this  city  where  congratulatory 
speeches  were  made  by  members  of  the  order  at 
at  tho  success  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
army  ? 

A.     Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Please  state  when,  where,  and  by  whom 
|  such  speeches  were  made. 

A.  At  all  times  in  all  Councils  and  Temples, 
and  principally  by of  St.  Louis. 

Q.  How  were  such  speeches  usually  received 
by  members  of  such  Councils  and  Temples? 

A.     With  general  satisfaction. 

The  evidence  shows  that  systematic  efforts 
were  made  to  procure  arms  for  themselves  and 
the  rebel  army,  the  witness  having  himself  fur- 
nished revolvers,  caps,  &c.    The  exposure  fully 


covers  all  the  ground  taken  in  General  Carring- 
ton's  report.  The  Missouri  Democrat,  which 
gives  the  evidence  in  full  from  which  we  have 
selected  a  few  extracts,  states  that  the  Order  is 
now  "Sons  of  Liberty,' '  and,  quoting  from 
General  Carrington's  report,  says  that  the  wit- 
nesses concur  in  the  reason  their  given  for  the 
failure  of  the  0.  A.  K.  to  adopt  the  new  work 
which  was  prepared  under  the  supervision  of 
Vallandigham  himself. 

WITNESS'S  IDEA  OF  THE  STRBNOTH  OF  THE  ORDER. 

Q.  Have  the  Councils  and  Temples  been 
generally  established  throughout  the  State  of 
Missouri? 

A.  North  of  the  Missouri  river  generally; 
know  of  cone  in  Southwest  or  Central  Mis- 
souri. 

Q.  What  is  the  number  of  the  organization 
in  the  State  of  Illinois? 

A.  From  report,  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand. 

Q.    What  in  the  State  of  Indiana? 

"A.    About  ninety  thousand. 

Q.     What  in  the  State  of  Ohio? 

A.    About  eighty  thousand. 

If  this  estimate  approximates  the  truth,  we 
call  upon  all  good  and  loyal  Democrats  and 
upon  the  leaders  to  come  out  and  denounce  the 
Order,  which  has  been  worked  by  bad  men 
into  a  scheme  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Gov- 
ernment Let  them  follow  the  example  of  Mr. 
Smith  as  follows : 

WITNESS  STATES  THAT  HtS  ANSWERS  ON  THIS  EX- 
AMINATION DAVE  BEEN  OF  HIS  OWN  FREE  WILL 
AND    ACCORD,  AND  FROM  A  SENSE  OF  DUTY. 

Q.  Mr.  Smith,  have  you  of  your  own  free 
will  and  accord,  from  your  own  sense  of  dutjfc 
as  a  citizen,  and  without  the  solicitation  or  in- 
fluence of  any  one,  answered  the  foregoing 
questions,  which  have  been  propounded  to  you, 
in  the  manner  you  have? 

A.     I  have. 

Q.  Has  this  examination  at  this  time  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  a  letter  addressed  by 
you  to  the  Postmaster  General,  requesting  it  to 
be,  made,  and  stating  that  it  was  your  desiro  to 
answer  all  questions  without  equivocation  or 
mental  reservation. 

A.    Yes,  sir. 

WITNESS  DESIRES  TO  PLACE    HIMSELF  IN  THE  i'uttl- 
.    TION    OV    A    LAW-ABIDING    CITIZEN   BY    TAKING 
TUB    OATH    OF    ALLEGIANCE,  AND    RENOUNCING 
ALL  UIS  OBLIGATIONS  AS  AN  0.  A.  K. 

Q.    You  have  done  so  with  a  view  of  placing 
yourself  as  far  as  possible  in  the  position  of  a 
law-abiding  citizen,  and  as  I  understand,  you 
propose  now  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance? 
-  A.    Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  so  doing  you  understand  yourself  and 
mean  to  be  understood,  to  renounce  any  and  all 
obligations  which  you  assumed  as  a  member  of 
the  Order  of  American  Knights,  and  to  assume 
and  perform  all  the  duties  enjoined  by  that 
oath?  '•'      '  -  .,  -.     '• 

A.    Yes,  sir.  ''  *■ 

We  add  but  one'  remark,  thut  the  Ritual  of 
the  0.  A.  K.  which  expressly  enjoins  a  shame 
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SECRETARY     OF     THE     INTERIOR     UNDER     BUCHANAN,     A  H  D     ONE     OF 

THOSE     ACCUSED     OF     COMPLICITY      IN     THE     LINCOLN 
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PRESIDENTIAL  ASSASSINATION  CONSPIRAC 


Was  Abraham  Lincoln's  death 


plotted  by  his  wife? 


CONSPIRACY  theories  abound  about  recent  presidential  assassinations,  but  what  hap- 
pens when  an  assassination  from  America's  distant  past  is  re-examined?  Writer  and 
amateur  historian  Louis  J .  Zivot  of  Greenwich,  Conn,  tooka  fresh  lookatthe  1865  slaying 
of  one  of  our  greatest  presidents  —  Abraham  Lincoln.  And  he's  arrived  at  an  incredible 
theory  —  that  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  Abraham's  wife,  was  the  mastermind  behind  the 
assassination  conspiracy! 

Here  now,  exclusively  in  the  Examiner  and  in  Zivot 's  own  words  is  the  fascinating  and 
fantastic  theory  of  Mary  Lincoln,  assassin! 

Frequent 
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STARTLING  new  evidence  in- 
dicates that  Mary  Todd  Lincoln, 
the  president's  wile,  master- 
minded the  plot  that  claimed  the 
president's  life  in  1865. 

John  Wilkes  Booth,  the  man 
who  actually  shot  Lincoln  in 
Ford's  Theater,  was  killed 
shortly  alter  the  assassination 
and  four  co-conspirators  were 
hanged.  But  a  cryptic  statement 
made  by  Louis  Weichmann,  the 
government's  chief  witness 
against  the  conspirators,  con- 
tinues to  haunt  historians. 

Suspicious 

Weichmann,  who  actually 
lived  with  the  conspirators  prior 
to  the  assassination,  said: 
"There  was  someone  in  the 
theater  in  the  president's  box 
that  day  who  was  in  active  col- 
lusion with  Booth  in  carrying 
out  the  crime." 

The  only  person  in  the  presi- 
dent's box  with  the  power,  the 
connections  and  the  motive  to 
assist  Booih  and  the  conspir- 
ators was  Mary  Todd  Lincoln! 
liven  the  circumstances  of  the 
assassination  arc  suspicious. 

In  the  box  with  Lincoln  and 
his  wife  were  a  young  army  ma- 
jor and  Ins  fiancee.  Booth  shot 
Lincoln  in  the  box,  ran  to  the 
balcony  and  escaped  by  jump- 
ing down  to  the  stage  below. 

But  on  his  way  to  the  bal- 
cony. Booth  had  to  grapple  w  ith 
both  the  major  and  his  girl  who 
attempted  to  prevent  his  escape 
Booth  even  pulled  a  knife  and 
wounded  the  major  in  the  arm. 
He  finally  struggled  over  the 
balcony,  moving  right  past  Mrs. 
Lincoln  who  could  have  pre- 
vented his  escape. 


•She  did  nothing  —  and  did 
not  even  scream  for  help  until 
Booth  had  made  good  his 
escape  through  the  stage  below. 
The  guard  posted  outside  the 
box  that  night  was  John  Parker, 
an  unreliable  man  with  a  du- 
bious past  record.  He  left  his 
post  during  the  performance, 
enabling  Booth  to  reach  the 
president.  Parker  was  hired  by 
Mary  Todd  Lincoln! 

Witnesses  at  the  theater  won- 
dered why  actress  Laura  Keene, 
not  Mary  Lincoln,  cradled  the 
dying  president's  head  after  the 
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shooting.  They  also  wondered 
about  Mary's  remark  when  told 
her  husband  was  dead. 

"Oh  my  God,  and  have  1 
given  my  husband  to  die!" 

The  conspirators'  move- 
ments prior  to  the  assassination 
also  indicate  they  had  a  wealthy 
triend.  All  five  were  unem- 
ployed and  quite  poor,  yet  they 
were  able  to  finance  their  elabo- 
rate assassination  scheme  which 
also  was  intended  to  kill  both 
the  vice  president  and  secretary 
of  state. 


They  had  enough  money  for  | 
frequent  trips  between  New 
York  and  Washington  where 
they  used  the  boarding  house  of 
one  of  them,  Mrs.  Surratt,  to 
rendezvous. 

Mary  Lincoln  also  made  fre- 
quent and  unexplained  trips  to 
New  York  and  managed  to  run 
up  enormous  unexplained  bills. 
She  refused  to  give  her  husband 
an  account  of  where  she  spent 
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•  John  Wilkes  Booth  may  have 
been  a  mere  pawn 

her  money.  One  historian  said 
she  had  bills  so  large  that  she 
was  afraid  to  tell  her  husband. 

In  a  cryptic  letter.  Mary  Lin- 
coln confided  a  few  months  be- 
fore the  assassination:  "If  he  is 
re-elected.  I  can  keep  my  hus- 
band in  ignorance  of  m\  affairs; 
but  if  he  is  defeated,  the  bills 
will  be  sent  in  and  he  w  ill  know 
all!" 

And  witnesses  at  Mrs.  Sur- 
ratt's  boaiding  house  told  of  a 
visit  from  a  mysterious  veiled 
woman  who  visited  the  conspir- 
ators' headquarters  seven  weeks 
before  the  assassination  on  Feb. 
22,  1 865.  The  woman  left  a 
small  case  for  Mrs    Surratt. 

"The  woman  was  rather 
diminutive  in  height,  but  very 
active  and  sprightly  in  all  her 
movements."  wrote  chief  gov- 
ernment witness  Louis  Weich- 
mann. "She  wore  a  short  veil 
that  covered  her  face . ' ' 
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LINCOLN'S  ASSASSINATION: 
STILL  SHROUDED  IN  CONTROVERSY 


By  Laura  J.  Fox 

Photos  courtesy  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 
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e  was  a  man  of  unsettled 
emotions,  subject  to 
moods  of  melancholy.  His 
tendency  was  to  downgrade 
his  own  abilities;  never 
would  he  have  considered 
himself  a  great  man. 

But  historians  generally  regard  Abraham  Lincoln 
as  a  giant  among  men.  He  is  ranked  next  to  George 
Washington  in  terms  ot  national  prestige  and  admi- 
ration. And,  as  the  "Union's  saviour,"  he  displayed 
tremendous  insight  and  inspired  leadership. 

Still,  he  was  not  without  enemies. 

On  the  evening  of  April  14,  1866  (just  five  days 
after  Lee's  surrender  to  Grant  at  Appomattox  Court 
House  in  Virginia),  Lincoln  decided  to  attend  a  per- 
formance of  "Our  American  Cousin"  at  Ford's  The- 
ater in  Washington,  D.C.  He  was  pleased  to  finally 
have  a  chance  to  relax.  He  entered  the  second- 
story  theater  box  with  his  wife  Mary  and  sat  back. 

But,  while  he  watched  the  actors  below,  well- 
known  thespian  John  Wilkes  Booth  had  moved  si- 
lently past  the  guards  outside  the  president's  box. 
Then,  without  warning,  he  stepped  out  of  the  shad- 
ows behind  the  president  and  fired  a  single  shot. 
The  bullet  struck  Lincoln  in  the  head. 

Then,  in  a  gesture  befitting  his  profession,  the 
assassin  made  a  dramatic  leap  to  the  stage.  But  he 
broke  his  leg  when  his  foot  caught  on  the  flag 
hanging  in  front  of  the  box.  His  body  tumbled  down 
as  the  play's  actors  scurried  away.  Hobbling 
across  the  stage,  crazed  and  in  agony,  Booth 
waved  a  dagger  and  yelled  "Sic  Semper  tyrannis" 
("Thus  always  to  tyrants"). 

Soliders  carried  Lincoln  to  a  nearby  hotel.  But, 
while  the  16th  president  lay  dying,  his  murderer 
was  escaping  by  horseback  to  Maryland,  where 
one  of  Booth's  friends,  David  E.  Herold,  helped  the 
actor  escape  to  Virginia.  By  this  time,  the  War 
Department  had  dispatched  federal  troops  to  comb 
the  entire  state  of  Virginia  —  a  Confederate 
stronghold  —  in  search  of  the  two  men. 

Finally,  on  April  26,  the  federal  posse  trapped 
Booth  and  Herold  inside  a  tobacco  shed  on  Gar- 
rett's farm  in  Virginia.  The  shed  was  then  set  on 
fire.  Herold  eventually  gave  himself  up.  But  Booth 
was  shot,  dragged  from  the  flames  and,  soon  after- 
ward, died. 

After  his  death,  the  government  made  a  flurry  of 
related  arrests.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  the  secretary  of 
war,  had  ordered  soliders  to  track  down  those  peo- 
ple believed  to  have  been  in  league  with  Booth  and 
also  involved  in  a  plot  to  assassinate  other  govern- 
ment officials. 

Along  with  Herold,  George  Atzerodt,  a  carriage 
maker,  was  arrested  and  charged  with  planning  the 
murder  of  Vice  President  Andrew  Johnson.  Former 
Confederate  soldier  Lewis  Paine  was  charged  with 
attempting  to  kill  Secretary  of  State  William  H. 
Seward.  And  the  owner  of  a  Washington  boarding 
house,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Surratt,  was  charged  with  aid- 
ing Booth  and  the  others.  It  was  believed  that  the 


John  Wilkes  Booth  (above)  sneaked  past  the  guards  at 
Ford's  Theater  on  the  night  of  April  14,  1865,  and  gained 
access  to  President  Lincoln's  theater  box.  He  tired  a 
single  shot,  which  struck  the  16th  president  In  the  head. 


conspirators  had  held  their  meetings  at  Mrs.  Sur- 
ratt's  house. 

Samuel  Arnold  and  Michael  O'Laughlin,  friends  of 
Booth,  also  were  brought  to  trial,  charged  with  aid- 
ing Booth.  Edward  Spangler,  a  stagehand  at  Ford's 
Theater,  was  accused  of  helping  the  murderer  es- 
cape. And  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Mudd,  the  Maryland  physi- 
cian who  treated  Booth's  leg,  also  was  arrested. 

The  trial  began  May  10  and  ended  June  30.  The 
conspirators  were  tried  by  a  nine-man  military  com- 
mission from  the  War  Department.  All  eight  defend- 
ants were  found  guilty.  Atzerodt,  Herold,  Paine  and 
Mrs.  Surratt  were  sentenced  to  death.  On  July  7, 
they  were  hanged. 

Arnold,  Mudd  and  O'Laughlin  were  given  life  sen- 
tences and  Spangler  a  six-year  sentence.  In  1867, 
John  H.  Surratt,  Mary  Surratt's  son,  who  fled  to 
Canada  after  the  assassination,  was  arrested.  The 
government  believed  that  he  was  the  No.  2  conspi- 
rator, after  Booth.  He  was  given  a  civil  trial,  and  the 
charges  later  were  dropped. 

O'Laughlin  eventually  died  in  prison.  And,  in 
1869,  Arnold,  Mudd  and  Spangler  were  pardoned  by 
President  Johnson. 

This,  at  least,  is  the  popular  story  about  Lincoln's 
assassination  —  the  one  found  in  encyclopedias 
and  high  school  textbooks.  But  his  death  has  al- 
ways been  shrouded  in  controversy. 

There  have  been  nagging  questions  from  histori- 
ans. "Did  Booth  really  kill  Lincoln?"  "Were  the  right 
people  really  brought  to  trial?"  And  —  like  with 
President  Kennedy's  assassination  —  people  have 
wondered  if  Lincoln's  death  was  a  conspiracy  man- 
ufactured by  someone  in  the  government.  But,  for 
the  most  part,  historians  discount  such  conjecture. 

"From  my  point  of  view,  a  government  conspiracy 

—  that  people  in  the  War  Department  were  in- 
volved in  Lincoln's  assassination  —  is  nonsense," 
says  Dr.  James  Sefton,  a  professor  at  CSUN  who 
specializes  in  the  Civil  War  period. 

"Americans  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  one 
person  could  have  pulled  it  off.  They  love  any  con- 
spiracy involved  with  an  assassination.  People  say 
all  roads  were  guarded  —  except  the  one  Booth 
escaped  on.  But  there  was  no  particular  reason  for 
the  road  to  be  guarded  in  any  case.  The  one  he 
escaped  on  didn't  cross  into  Virginia  (where  the 
roads  were  being  carefully  watched);  he  crossed  a 
bridge  into  Maryland.  Then,  later,  he  crossed  into 
Virginia." 

Sefton  says  that  what  adds  fuel  to  the  govern- 
ment-conspiracy fire  is  the  fact  that,  on  the  night  of 
the  assassination,  the  telegraph  service  out  of 
Washington  was  interrupted. 

"People  thought  this  meant  the  wires  were  cut 

—  so  Booth's  description  couldn't  be  given  out," 
explains  Sefton.  "Actually,  the  telegraph  was  a  new 
instrument  and  there  were  many  problems  with  it;  it 
would  have  been  a  stroke  of  luck  if  it  had  been 
functioning." 

Some  historians  have  questioned  the  identity  of 
the  man  killed  at  Garrett's  Farm.  Was  it  someone 
else  —  perhaps  a  War  Department  scapegoat? 

"I  am  convinced  Booth  was  the  one  killed,"  says 
Richard  Hendricks,  professor  of  history  at  Los  An- 
geles Valley  College. 

Please  turn  to  page  8 
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WHAT  HAS  HAPPENED  TO 
THE  CATHOLIC  CHURCH? 

WAS  THIS 

PREDICTED  BY 

OUR  LADY 

ATFATIMA, 

LOURDES,AND 

LASALETTE? 

COME  AND  HEAR 

A  CATHOLIC  PRIEST 

TELL  IT  AS 

IT  REALLY  IS! 
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IF  YOU  CAN  NAME  THE  AUTHOR 

OF  THE  GETTYSBURG  ADDRESS, 

YOU  CAN  NAME  ONE  OF  AMERICAS 

LARGEST  UFE  INSURANCE  COMPANIES. 

Lincoln.  It's  a  name  you  remember. 

We're  Lincoln  National  Life.  We  have  nearly  4,000  agents  who 
make  us  easy  to  remember— by  preparing  life,  disability  income, 
group,  and  retirement  programs  just  right  for  you,  your  family, 
your  business  and  your  future. 
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"People  ask,  'Did  they  get  the  right  man?'  be- 
cause the  man  shot  in  the  barn  didn't  have  a  mous- 
tache, but  Booth  did.  However,  Booth  had  a  fairly 
well-known  face,  and  he  could  have  shaved  his 
moustache  off  to  avoid  detection.  Twelve  days  was 
certainly  enough  time  to  shave  it  off." 

Dr.  Sefton.  who  also  believes  it  was  Booth  who 
was  killed  that  night,  says  he  would  ask  doubters 
one  question:  "If  it  wasn't  Booth,  who  was  it?" 

"Booth  was  buried  secretly  and  privately,"  he 
says.  "So  some  people  said  the  War  Department 
planted  someone  else  in  Booth's  place.  But  the 
reason  for  the  secrecy  was  so  that  Southern  sym- 
pathizers couldn't  erect  a  monument  at  his  gra- 
vesite.  The  location  of  the  burial  was  on  federally 
controlled  property,  and,  10  years  later,  Booth's 
body  was  turned  over  to  his  family. 


Some  say  there  was  a 

conspiracy  because,  on  that 

night,  Washington's  telegraph 

service  was  interrupted. 


"Again  you  would  have  to  have  a  motive  for  it  not 
being  Booth.  Consider  that  if  the  government  were 
involved,  they  would  want  Booth  dead;  they 
wouldn't  want  any  loose  ends.  In  addition,  Booth 
was  an  egomaniac,  and  he  surrounded  himself  by 
weirdos.  He  had  just  that  type  of  personality  where 
he  would  want  to  commit  a  major  event  alone." 

But  another  pressing  piece  of  "proof"  that  con- 
spiracy buffs  like  to  rally  around  is  Booth's  diary. 

Dr.  William  Hanchett,  who  wrote  an  article  last 
year  for  the  Journal  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Society  titled  "Booth's  Diary,"  is  a  history  profes- 
sor at  San  Diego  State  University.  He  also  is  an 
expert  on  Lincoln's  life  and  is  working  on  a  manu- 
script, "Lincoln's  Assassination:  Theories  and  Per- 
spectives." He  hopes  to  clear  up  much  of  the  con- 
troversy on  the  assassination  by  tackling  all  the 
suspicions  about  Booth's  diary. 

When  Booth  was  captured,  the  soliders  cleaned 
out  his  pockets. 

"He  had  in  his  possession  a  knife,  a  pipe,  a 
pocket  compass,  a  pair  of  pistols  in  holsters  on  a 
belt,  a  carbine  with  cartridges,  bills  of  exchange  on 
a  Montreal  bank,  about  $100  in  United  States 
greenbacks  and  a  small  pocket  diary  —  all  of 
which  were  taken  to  Washington  and  examined  by 
Secretary  of  War  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  who  later 
turned  them  over  to  Judge  Advocate  General  Jo- 
seph Holt,"  wrote  Hanchett  in  the  article. 

Surprisingly  enough,  the  diary  was  more  or  less 
pushed  aside  and  forgotten.  Or  was  it? 

"No  questions  were  raised  when  it  was  not  sub- 
mitted with  the  rest  of  Booth's  belongings  as  exhib- 
its in  the  conspiracy  trial  of  May  and  June,"  ex- 
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plains  Hanchett,  ". . .  except  for  a  few  officials  In 
the  War  Department,  no  one  seemed  aware  of  the 
diary's  existence  until  February  1867,  when  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives  began  an 
investigation  to  determine  if  President  Andrew  John- 
son had  committed  any  impeachable  offenses." 

A  man  named  Lafayette  C.  Baker  referred  to  the 
diary  in  testimony  before  the  Senate  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. Baker  was  a  former  Army  officer  who  was 
once  a  high-ranking  official  in  the  War  Department's 
undercover  operations.  Hanchett  explains  that  he 
was  also  the  organizer  of  the  party  that  captured 
Booth. 

"If  the  Judiciary  Committee  was  surprised  to 
learn  of  the  diary  in  1867,  it  was  perhaps  even 
more  surprised  to  hear  Baker  testify  that  the  vol- 
ume was  not  In  the  same  condition  that  it  had  been 
when  he  first  delivered  it  to  Stanton,"  writes  Han- 


chett. 

Baker  was  referring  to  pages  that  hold  been  torn 
out,  says  Hanchett,  leaving  jagged  edges  in  the 
middle  of  the  diary.  He  also  was  referring  to  some- 
thing he  remembered  reading  in  it  that  was  no 
longer  there.  Some  historians  would  like  to  blame 
Stanton  by  suggesting  that  the  secretary  of  war 
tore  out  those  pages  to  prevent  incriminating  him- 
self or  the  War  Department. 

However,  Hanchett  says  Baker  later  changed  his 
testimony,  this  time  claiming  that  he  had  "never 
examined  that  diary  sufficient(ly)  to  recollect  any- 
thing in  it."  Such  lapses  of  memory  discredited 
Baker. 

Offering  a  possible  explanation  for  Baker's  mo- 
tives, Hanchett  writes:  "Baker  was  not  only  a 
wavering  witness,  he  was  a  vengeful  one  as  well. 
One  year  before  his  testimony,  he  had  been  forced 
to  resign  from  the  Army,  possibly  because  of  Stan- 


ton's refusal  to  support  him  in  a  quarrel  with  Presi- 
dent Johnson,  who  had  forbidden  him  access  to  the 
White  House.  In  apparent  retaliation,  Baker  sought 
before  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  embarrass  Stan- 
ton by  holding  him  responsible  for  the  removal  of 
pages  from  Booth's  diary." 

Plus,  Hanchett  adds,  "Of  all  the  individuals  who 
had  seen  the  diary  between  the  time  it  was  taken 
from  Booth  and  the  time  it  was  presented  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  Baker  was  the  only  one  who 
believed  it  had  been  tampered  with." 

Then  what  of  the  missing  pages?  Booth  was 
known  to  write  people  notes  on  the  diary's  paper, 
says  Hanchett,  accounting  for  the  errant  leaves. 
One  such  note  (written  the  day  before  his  capture, 
torn  out,  but  never  delivered)  was  found  in  one  of 
the  diary's  pockets. 

Stanton  told  the  Judiciary  Committee  that  he 
thought  Booth  tore  out  pages  whenever  he  needed 
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them  or  when  he  wished  to  destroy  information 
written  on  them,  says  Hanchett. 

But,  if  Stanton  hadn't  tampered  with  the  diary, 
why  wasn't  it  introduced  at  the  assassination  trial? 

"I  believe  it  was  not  introduced  because  Booth 
explains  what  he  was  trying  to  do,"  says  Hanchett. 

"People  have  dismissed  Booth  as  a  vanity-mad 
actor.  But  Booth  was  a  devoted  Confederate  sup- 
porter from  Maryland.  And  Lincoln  was  bitterly 
hated  by  the  Confederates.  Booth  actually  thought 
he  was  killing  a  tyrant.  I  believe  he  didn't  think  it 
was  any  more  a  crime  than  people  of  my  generation 
would  think  of  someone  who  killed  Adolph  Hitler. 
Booth  was  not  evil;  he  simply  worked  himself  into  a 
frenzy. 

"Today  we  cannot  think  anyone  who  killed  Lin- 
coln would  be  sane.  And  Stanton  wanted  Booth  to 
be  hated.  And  to  read  the  diary  is  to  develop  sym- 
pathy." 


Hanchett's  belief  that  the  diary  would  create  less 
ill-feeling  toward  Booth  is  reinforced  by  Holt  (the 
Judge  Advocate  General  who  had  been  given  the 
diary),  who  said:  "Any  close  reading  of  Booth's 
comments  would  make  it  clear  that  they  were  writ- 
ten after  the  assassination  and  that  —  although 
Booth  justified  his  action,  he  did  not  exult  over  it." 

Hanchett  has  another  suggestion. 

"Perhaps  the  diary  was  suppressed  because  its 
opening  lines  spoke  of  a  six-month  kidnap  conspir- 
acy and  also  of  the  sudden  need  to  do  something 
'decisive  and  great'  since  the  cause  was  almost 
lost,"  he  says. 

So  assassination  might  not  been  been  Booth's 
initial  objective,  as  was  the  government's  conten- 
tion —  but  only  kidnapping. 

"Throughout  the  trial,"  writes  Hanchett,  "Holt 
and  the  other  prosecutors  were  determined  that 
Booth's  associates  should  be  convicted  and  pun- 
ished for  their  involvement  in  Lincoln's  murder,  and 
they  were"  none  too  scrupulous  about  how  they 
accomplished  it." 

In  a  final  effort  to  dispel  the  cries  of  government 
conspiracy,  Hanchett  writes:  "Booth  escaped  the 
hangman,  but  Stanton  sought  to  condemn  him  to 
silence  and  obloquy  by  concealing  his  diary.  In 
doing  so,  the  secretary  became  vulnerable  to  the 
tragically  ironic  charge  of  being  himself  a  party  to 
the  assassination."  B 


Booth,  a  well-known 
thespian  during  the 
1860s,  made  a 
dramatic  leap  to  the 
stage  after  killing 
President  Lincoln. 
He  eventually  escaped 
to  Virginia 

where  federal  troops 
tracked  him  down 
and  killed  him. 
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PRESIDENTIAL  ASSASSINATION  CONSPIRAC 


Wos  Abraham  Lincoln's  death 


plotted  by  his  wife? 


CONSPIRACY  theories  abound  about  recent  presidential  assassinations,  but  what  hap- 
pens when  an  assassination  from  America's  distant  past  is  re-examined?  Writer  and 
amateur  historian  Louis  J.  Zivot  of  Greenwich,  Conn,  took  a  fresh  look  at  the  1865  slaying 
of  one  of  our  greatest  presidents  —  Abraham  Lincoln.  And  he's  arrived  at  an  incredible 
theory  —  that  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  Abraham's  wife,  was  the  mastermind  behind  the 
assassination  conspiracy! 

Here  now,  exclusively  in  the  Examiner  and  in  Zivot' s  own  words  is  the  fascinating  and 
fantastic  theory  of  Mary  Lincoln,  assassin! 


I 


STARTLING  new  evidence  in- 
dicates that  Mary  Todd  Lincoln, 
the  president's  wife,  master- 
minded the  plot  that  claimed  the 
president's  life  in  1865. 

John  Wilkes  Booth,  the  man 
who  actually  shot  Lincoln  in 
Ford's  Theater,  was  killed 
shortly  alter  the  assassination 
and  four  co-conspirators  were 
hanged.  But  a  cryptic  statement 
made  by  Louis  Weichmann,  the 
government's  chief  witness 
against  the  conspirators,  con- 
tinues to  haunt  historians. 

Suspicious 

Weichmann,  who  actually 
lived  with  the  conspirators  prior 
to  the  assassination,  said: 
"There  was  someone  in  the 
theater  in  the  president's  box 
that  day  who  was  in  active  col- 
lusion with  Booth  in  carrying 
out  the  crime." 

The  only  person  in  the  presi- 
dent's box  with  the  power,  the 
connections  and  the  motive  to 
assist  Booth  and  the  conspir- 
ators was  Mary  Todd  Lincoln! 
liven  the  circumstances  of  the 
assassination  are  suspicious. 

In  the  box  with  Lincoln  and 
his  wife  were  a  young  army  ma- 
jor and  his  fiancee.  Booth  shot 
Lincoln  in  the  box,  ran  to  the  [ 
balcony  and  escaped  by  jump- 
ing down  to  the  stage  below. 

But  on  his  way  to  the  bal- 
cony. Booth  had  to  grapple  w  ith 
both  the  major  and  his  girl  who 
attempted  to  prevent  his  escape 
Booth  even  pulled  a  knife  and 
wounded  the  major  in  the  arm. 
He  finally  struggled  over  the 
balcony,  moving  right  past  Mrs. 
Lincoln  who  could  have  pre- 
vented his  escape. 


.She  did  nothing  —  and  did 
not  even  scream  for  help  until 
Booth  had  made  good  his 
escape  through  the  stage  below. 

The  guard  posted  outside  the 
box  that  night  was  John  Parker, 
an  unreliable  man  with  a  du- 
bious past  record.  He  left  his 
post  during  the  performance, 
enabling  Booth  to  reach  the 
president.  Parker  was  hired  by 
Mary  Todd  Lincoln! 

Witnesses  at  the  theater  won- 
dered why  actress  Laura  Keene, 
not  Mary  Lincoln,  cradled  the 
dying  president's  head  after  the 
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shooting.  They  also  wondered 
about  Mary's  remark  when  told 
her  husband  was  dead. 

"Oh  my  God.  and  have  I 
given  my  husband  to  die!" 

I  he  conspirators'  move- 
ments prior  to  the  assassination 
also  indicate  they  had  a  wealthy 
Iriend.  All  five  were  unem- 
ployed and  quite  poor,  yet  they 
were  able  to  finance  their  elabo- 
rate assassination  scheme  which 
also  was  intended  to  kill  both 
the  vice  president  and  secretary 
of  state. 


Frequent 


They  had  enough  money  for 
frequent  trips  between  New 
York  and  Washington  where 
they  used  the  boarding  house  of 
one  of  them,  Mrs.  Surratt,  to 
rendezvous. 

Mary  Lincoln  also  made  fre- 
quent and  unexplained  trips  to 
New  York  and  managed  to  run 
up  enormous  unexplained  bills. 
She  refused  to  give  her  husband 
an  account  of  where  she  spent 
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•  John  Wilkes  Booth  may  have 
been  a  mere  pawn 

her  money.  One  historian  said 
she  had  bills  so  large  that  she 
was  afraid  to  tell  her  husband. 

In  a  cryptic  letter.  Mary  Lin- 
coln confided  a  few  months  be- 
fore the  assassination:  "If  he  is 
re-elected.  I  can  keep  my  hus- 
band in  ignorance  ot  my  affairs; 
but  if  he  is  defeated,  the  bills 
will  be  sent  in  and  lie  w  ill  know 
all!" 

And  witnesses  at  Mrs.  Sur- 
ratt's  boaiding  house  told  of  a 
visit  from  a  mysterious  veiled 
woman  who  visired  the  conspir- 
ators' headquarters  seven  weeks 
before  the  assassination  on  Feb. 
22,  1865.  The  woman  left  a  | 
small  case  for  Mrs.  Surratt. 

"The  woman  was  rather  J 
diminutive  in  height,  but  very  j 
active  and  sprightly  in  all  her 
movements,"  wrote  chief  gov- 
ernment witness  Louis  Weich-  , 
mann.  "She  wore  a  short  veil  | 
that  covered  her  face . ' ' 
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The  woman  returned  for 
another  brief  visit  four  weeks 
later  on  March  25,  but  govern- 
ment investigators  never  disco- 
vered her  identity  —  it  remains 
a  mystery  to  this  day. 

Mary   Todd   Lincoln   was 

"diminutive"  and  "sprightly  " 
She  was  aKo  well  known  — 
good  reason  to  wear  a  veil.  Her 
whereabouts  on  these  crucial 
dales  are  unaccounted  tor. 

\  more  concrete  link  to  the 
conspirators,  or  at  least  one  ol 
them,  lies  in  a  corner  drug  stoic 
in  Washington. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  suffered  from 
migraines  At  the  drugstore 
across  trom  the  White  House 
she  personally  bought  headache 
remedies  —  most  women  w  ould 
have  sent  a  servant. 

Poison 

Oddly  enough,  one  of  the  ma- 
jor conspirators,  David  Herold, 
worked  there  as  a  clerk  and  he 
admitted  that  "people  high  up 
in  Washington ...  were  helping 
Mr.  Booth." 

The  drug  store  may  also  have 
been  involved  in  another  way  — 
as  the  source  of  poison  used  in  a 
previous  assassination  attempt 
on  Lincoln! 

Two  years  before  the  shoot- 
ing. Booth  scratched  on  a  vvin- 
dowpanc  in  New  York:  "Abe 
Lincoln  departed  this  life  Au- 
gust 13,  1X64,  by  the  effects  of 
poison ."  Later,  two  of  Booth's 
letters  were  found.  One,  written 
by  Booth,  says:  "The cup  failed 
us  once,  and  might  again."  The 
other  was  w  i  itten  by  a  woman ,  a 
shadowy  figure  who  was  never 
identified. 

The  government  authorities 
got  hold  of  these  letters  months 
before  the  assassination.  The 
president  knew  about  them,  — 

of  all  the  threatening  letters  he 
received,  these  two  were  the 
only  ones  he  kept  locked  away 
in  a  drawer  of  his  desk  The 
handwriting  of  one  was  identi- 
fied as  Booth's  only  alter  the 
assassination.  Did  the  president 
know  the  handwriting  of  the 
other  letter  writer? 


Other  letters  may  reveal  the 
hand  of  Mary  Lincoln  in  her 
husband's  death.  Major  Ben- 
jamin French,  a  close  friend  of 
the  Lincolns,  wrote  a  revealing 
letter  to  his  brother. 

It  was  normal  back  then  for 
women  to  wear  mourning 
clothes  upon  the  death  of  their 
husbands,  but  French  wrote  that 
Mrs.  Lincoln  had  "purchased  a 
thousand  dollars  worth  of 
mourning  clothes"  before  the 
assassination  French  called  the 
purchase  "inexplicable."  • 

Depressed 

Why  would  Mary  Lincoln 
plot  to  kill  her  own  husband? 
One  explanation  is  that  she  was 
mad.  She  was  very  depressed 
after  the  death  of  her  son  Willie 
in  1862,  and  historians  con- 
stantly refer  to  her  mental  insta- 
bility. 

The  Lincolns  never  had  a 
happy  home  —  one  close  friend 
described  their  home  life  as 
"self-torture."  Mary  was 
jealous  of  her  husband's  "flirt- 
ing" with  the  pretty  young 
belles  of  Washington  society. 

Mary  Todd  Lincoln  herself 
was  born  and  raised  in  the  south 
and  had  many  close  relatives 
fighting  in  the  Confederate 
Army.  She  was  even  openly  ac- 
cused of  treason  and  called 
Washington  "a  city  full  of  ene- 
mies." 


In  1864  Mary's  brother,  Levi 
Todd,  wrote  asking  Lincoln  for 
$150  for  food.  He  was  destitute. 
Lincoln  refused  to  give  money, 
and  Todd  later  died.  Mary  was 
very  close  to  her  brother  and 
blamed   Lincoln  for  his  death. 

John  Wilkes  Booth  kept  a  di- 
ary of  events  prior  to  the  assas- 
sination. 

A  Colonel  Baker,  who  found 

the  diary  on  Booth,  swore  that 
government  officials  were 
given  a  complete  intact  book, 
but  at  the  conspiracy  trial  where 
the  diary  was  produced  as  evi- 
dence, there  were  18  pages 
i   missing! 

The  man  in  charge  of  the 
trial.  Secretary  of  War  Fdwin 
Stanton,  stood  next  in  line  to 
succeed  to  the  presidency  if  all 
three  targets  for  assassination 
had  been  killed.  Stanton  has 
long  been  suspected  of  having  a 
hand  in  the  plot  —  he  hated  Lin- 
coln and  certainly  mishandled 
the  government  investigation  of 
the  assassination. 

"I  dearly  -loved  Mr.  Stan- 
ton," Mary  Lincoln  wrote  to  a 
close  friend  after  Stanton  died, 
"and  greatly  appreciated  the 
services  he  rendered  to  his 
country,  our  loved,  bleeding 
land." 


•  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  may  have  financed  the  assassination  of  her  husband,  the  president 
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By  ALAN  DERRINGER 
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Was  there  a  grand  con- 
spiracy to  kill  the  pres- 
ident of  the  United 
States  that  reached  all 
the  way  to  the  vice  president  and 
the  head  of  the  defense 
department? 

And  was  the  president's  assas- 
sin murdered  by  a  government 
agent  before  he  had  a  chance  to 
tell  what  he  knew? 

Like  the  John  F.  Kennedy  con- 
spiracy theorists  who  have  disbe- 
lieved the  Warren  Commission 
report,  there  have  been  those  who 
have  smelled  conspiracy  since 
John  Wilkes  Booth  delivered  a 
bullet  to  Abraham  Lincoln's  head 
in  1865  at  Ford's  Theater. 

Conspiracy  believers  in  both 
cases  have  been  dismissed  as 
crackpots  and  kooks  by  serious 
historians.  But  with  the  filming  of 
Oliver  Stone's  controversial 
"JFK,"  the  public  is  listening  with 
respect  to  what  some  of  the  Ken- 
nedy investigators  have  to  say. 

Maybe  what  Lincoln  conspira- 
cists  need  is  a  sympathetic  per- 
formance on  screen  by  a  superstar 
such  as  Kevin  Costner. 

If  Stone  were  to  choose  to  write 
and  direct  a  movie  about  the  Lin- 
coln assassination,  he  would  find 
plenty  of  theories  with  which  to 
weave  a  credible  work  of  fiction. 
All  seek  to  explain  that  Lincoln 
was  killed  by  a  wider  network 
than  Booth  and  a  handful  of  zeal- 
ots who  were  furious  about  citizen- 
ship being  handed  to  ex -slaves. 

Among  the  theories  offered  over 
the  years: 

♦  Pope  Pius  LX  ordered  the 
hit.  Although  no  evidence  sup- 
ports this  theory,  anti-Catholic 
sentiment  in  the  19th  century  was 
so  strong  that  Catholics  were 
blamed  for  nearly  anything  bad 
that  happened  in  America. 


Read 
more 

For  more  informa- 
tion on  Lincoln 
conspiracy 
theories,  these 
books  are  avail- 
able at  the  Allen 
County  Public 
Library: 

♦  "The  Lincoln 
Murder  Con- 
spiracies," by 
William  Hanchett 
(1983,  University 
of  Illinois  Press) 

♦  "Beware  the 
People  Weep- 
ing: Public  Opin- 
ion and  the 
Assassination 
of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln," by 
Thomas  Reed 
Turner  (1982, 
Louisiana  State 
University  Press) 


♦  The  assassination  was  a 
grand  Confederate  conspiracy 
reaching  all  the  way  to  General 
Robert  E.  Lee  and  Confederacy 
President  Jefferson  Davis.  Gov- 
ernment prosecutors  unsuccess- 
fully tried  to  make  these  allega- 
tions stick  in  the  trial  after  the 
assassination. 

♦  Secretary  of  War  Edwin 
Stanton  masterminded  the  assas- 
sination because  he  wanted  to 
punish  the  South  by  putting  for- 
mer slaves  into  government  office. 
Lincoln  would  be  too  easy  on  the 
South,  it  was  believed. 

♦  The  police  department  of 
Washington,  D.C,  was  in  on  the 
plot.  The  evidence:  Lincoln  was 
guarded  by  a  single  officer  with  an 
unsavory  record  of  drunkenness 
and  sleeping  on  duty.  Also,  the 
road  out  of  Washington  by  which 
the  assassins  would  most  likely 
flee  was  supposedly  not  guarded 
after  the  shooting. 

♦  Some  telegraph  lines  out  of 
Washington  were  out  of  service 
the  night  Lincoln  was  shot,  just  as 
Stone  notes  that  telephone  service 
was  down  at  the  time  of  the  Ken- 
nedy shooting.  Collusion,  some 
cry. 

.  ♦  Vice  President  Andrew 
Johnson  was  a  Confederate  spy 
who  had  reason  to  plot  Lincoln's 
death.  A  congressional  committee 
found  no  evidence  of  this. 

♦  Booth  was  shot  by  a  govern- 
ment agent  so  that  he  couldn't 
reveal  what  he  knew  about  the 
conspiracy  to  kill  the  president. 

♦  Booth  was  actually  allowed 
to  escape  the  burning  barn  where 
he  supposedly  was  killed,  and 
See  ABE,  Page  7F  ► 


ARTIST'S  RENDERING:  Was  there  more  to  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's assassination  than  historians  own  up  to? 


The  other  story 
that  won 't  go  away 
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another  man's  body  was  buried  in 
his  place.  (At  least  17  men  later 
claimed  to  be  Booth.) 

Mark  E.  Neely  Jr.  calls  all  these 
theories  hogwash. 

"Not  a  shred  of  evidence,"  says 
the  Lincoln  scholar  who  directs  the 
Lincoln  Museum  in  Fort  Wayne. 
Booth  and  a  small  circle  of  people 
were  as  far  as  the  assassination  plot 
went.  Unlike  the  Kennedy  assassi- 
nation, there  are  no  sealed  docu- 
ments that  could  prove  anything 
more. 

"There's  no  Warren  Commission 
here,  no  hint  of  a  coverup,  and  cer- 
tainly no  mystery  about  how  Lin- 
coln was  killed,"  says  the  author  of 
five  books  about  Lincoln.  "It  was  a 
gunshot  wound  to  the  back  of  the 
head  that  came  out  of  a  pistol  John 
Wilkes  Booth  had,  in  front  of  G-od 


knows  how  many  witnesses." 
And  yet  there  are  about  an 
equal  number  of  conspiracy 
theories  about  Lincoln  and 
Kennedy. 

"What  that  tells  you  is  that 
when  great  men  die,  people  can't 
deal  with  it,"  Neely  believes.  "It's 
very  upsetting  to  think  that  the 
course  of  world  history  can  be 
changed  by  some  little  creep  like 
Lee  Harvey  Oswald.  We  think  the 
cosmos  ought  to  work  on  more 
balanced,  powerful  principles. 

"It's  more  satisfying  to  see  it  as 
if  it  were  a  struggle  between  the 
forces  of  good  and  evil  in  some 
gigantic  way.  At  least  that  way, 
things  sort  of  make  sense." 


